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Via email: stephen.barclay.mp@parliament.uk

Dear Mr Barclay,

Westwood School, March, Cambridgeshire (SB140541)

Thank you for your letter to Dr Moir dated 13 January 2026 which relates to
enquiries from your constituents Ms Lauren Read and Mr Chris Harrold, in
relation to road safety outside Westwood School in March. Dr Moir has asked me
to respond on his behalf.

The County Council’'s Road Safety team have reviewed the collision record for
Maple Grove outside the school from the junction of Laburnum Grove to the
junction of Henson Road for the 3-year cluster site period of 2022-25. However,
this highlighted that there were no injury collisions recorded. They therefore
widened the search to the 10-year period 2016-2025. In that period there were 2
slight injury collisions, both in 2019. Considering the size of the school, the safety
record is good.

| note that the school has asked for three key measures:
Corrected 20mph signage to reflect school hours.

Currently, there are advisory 20mph ‘when lights show’ signs covering the school
entrance. This makes the signs flexible as they can be activated outside normal
usage times, for example to cover after school activities or if there is an evening
or weekend event at the school. This is clear and simple to understand.

Including hours of operation on the sign would not only limit the usage of the sign
but is not a legally prescribed alternative in the Traffic Signs Regulations and
General Directions 2016.
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Two pelican crossings to give pupils and parents safe crossing points and
Flashing warning lights to alert drivers during busy times.

Such road safety schemes are implemented on the basis of the injury collision
records, with sites that meet our cluster site criteria being prioritised. Any junction
or 100m length of road that has seen either 3 serious or worse injury collisions or
6 injury collisions of any severity in the most recent 3 calendar year period would
be identified as a cluster site. Given the very low collision record, we are not in a
position to allocate funding for an engineering scheme from the road safety budget
at this time in preference to a location with a higher need.

However, the council’s road safety education team is happy to work with the school
to review their School Travel plan to encourage alternative routes and methods of
transport to and from the school.

Where there is a location that does not meet intervention level for the road safety
engineering team, but where there is a local concern, we recommend a Local
Highway Improvement scheme. Crossing points outside schools have been
installed in this way outside other schools in the County.

Further details can be found here: Improving the local highway | Cambridgeshire

County Council, the Council would be available to speak to the local parish council
if this is something that they wish to explore further.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact us and | hope this information is of
help to you and your constituent.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Jordan
Deputy Chief Executive | Executive Director for Place and Sustainability
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